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Upcoming Events 
6/1 - Atlanta Hamfest , Marietta 


6/22-23 - FIELD DAY 

NOTE: If your club will be setting up for Field 
Day, in a public location, please send an email to 
the address below, so we can include the info in 
next month’s issue. 


6/29 - NW _ GA ARC Tailgate Hamfest, Rome 


Georgia on My Mind is a monthly newsletter of 
the ARRL, Georgia Section, highlighting the activi- 
ties of Amateur Radio Operators and Clubs within 
the State. 


To submit pictures, articles, or notices, before the 


5th of each month, please email the editor Karen 
Spradlin, K4LUS, at GeorgiaSectionARRL@gmail.com 


To see previous issues of Georgia on My Mind: 
https://drive.google.com/drive 
folders/1rbZFGq9k5JO45dYC4IVQNgB-_6TqyO-S?usp=sharing 


Renewing your license 
by: Craig Metz, WBOECF of the 
North Georgia Tri-State ARC 


Another great time saving idea from Glen McCul- 
lers and Paul Colombo. Glen told Paul that at a 
recent VE session that he was asked by an elder 
ham (non-member) to assist in getting his ham 
license renewed. 


Glen said that he had a heck of a time navigating 
through all the FCC sites trying to get to the part 
where you can simply renew an existing license. 


It occurred that we could put a simple paragraph 
on our LICENSING page to guide existing licen- 
sees a quick link to the FCC's RENEWAL and 
MODIFICATION — site. (Modifications include 
changes to name and/or address. ) 


So here it is: https:/Awww.w4ngt.com/licensing 
about a third of the way down in big, blue type or 


you could use the direct link on the menu bar on 
top, just click Licensing and you will see this link 


https://www.w4ngt.com/fcc-renew-or-modify 
directly to the page. Either way works. 


Editor’s Note: You must have your current FRN 
number AND know the associated password. 
Once logged in, click on your existing callsign 
and, on the right side of the page, choose 
“Update.” You also need to pay the $35 fee, 
which may necessitate the creation of a new 
username and password, if you have not created 
one in the last few months (when they became 


required.) https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/userLogin.do 


Upcomin 


Northwest Georgia Amateur Radio club 
Hamfest / Tailgate 


Date: June 29,2024 7:00 AM to 2:00 PM 


Location: Lindale Church of God 
585 Park Ave SE, Lindale, GA 30147 


Admission: $ 5.00 includes parking and tailgate. 
ARRL Testing Session at 10:00 AM, (details listed on our VE Testing webpage) 
Talk-In: 146.940 - PL tone 88.5 


Prizes will be given, you must be present to win 


Contact: Allan Clay KC4AQT 
KC4AQT@Outlook.com 
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Creating a YouTube/ Channel for Your 
Ham Club 
Kevin Igarashi-Ball W4KIB 


GA ARES Section Emergency 


g Events 


Atlanta Hamfest Forums 


https:/Awww.atlantaradioclub.org/atlanta- 
hamfestival.html 


Antenna Modeling - MMANA-GAL 
Lee Johnson N4AWYE 


Appalachian Trail Golden Packet 
Jeff Hochberg W4JEW 


APRS, APRSISCE/32 
Lynn Deffenbaugh KJ4ERJ Via Zoom 


APRS Foundation 
Jeff Hochberg W4JEW 


Arduino Projects for Your Ham Shack 
Jeff Kashinsky W2UA 


ARRL Strategy, Direction, and Events 
Mickey Baker N4MB and 
Hank Blackwood K4HYJ 


ATLANTA 
HAMFEST 


6-4-.2024 


Grand!Prize:jlcom-7300~ 


filler Park, COBB-GO, 


a ee EXHIBITS PRIZES 

Open at 8:00AM Grand Prize 
. Amateur Radio Equipment IC-7300 

Get On The Air Antennas for HOA and 32,000sqft of air-conditioning Hourly Prizes 

Apartment Dwellers Forums 

Kevin Scott K4GTR TAILGATING Build Sessions 
Outdoor spaces 

STEM /ARISS Georgia Events Bring your own table FREE T ESTING 

Tom Crowley KT4XN and eae eo For a list of things to bring, 

Martha Muir W4MSA FAIRGROUNDS check out atlantave.org 
Open at 8:00AM TABLE INFORMATION 
Amateur Radio Equipment John Talipsky N3ACK 
32,000sqft of air-conditioning n3ack@atlantaradioclub.org 


470-272-8940 
ARRL GEORGIA SECTION CONVENTION 
www.ATLANTAHAMFEST.COM 


ARISS in Marietta 


ARISS — Mountain View Elementary, Marietta 
4/18/24 
by Ken Wallis, KM4HOS, Flovilla, GA 


Just watched the Livestream of Mtn View Elem 
School in Marietta's ARISS contact while | listen'd 
to the downlink on my radio, EXCELLENT!! How 
exciting it was for EVERY-BODY at the school. 
Jeanette Epps, Mission Spec, KF5QNU was 
GREAT w/ the kids, thoughtful & concise. Kids 
lined up to ask their questions (and quickly), well 
coached by their teachers. This'll probably grow 
more than a few Astrophysicists, rocket scientists, 
and science teachers because of this ARISS/ 
STEM event. Just an OUTSTANDING 45 min or 
so. MANY THX TO THE CHEROKEE & N FUL- 
TON CLUBS for makin' that happen for ALL the 
kids, teachers, parents & community there, who'll 
remember it for the rest of their lives I'm sure, 
know | will. What a GREAT way to celebrate World 
Amateur Radio Day!! 


Watch it all at htt s:/ outu.be/IDj V6P9x6 
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On April 18, students at the Mountain View Ele- 
mentary School, a Cobb County public school, 
talked with astronaut Jeanette Epps while she 
soared over the school on the International Space 
Station using Amateur Radio. Students from kin- 
dergarten through fifth grade asked a variety of 
questions thrilling the nearly thousand students 
and adults in the gym audience and many more 
watching the contact on live stream. 


Daryl Young K4RGK was the Technical Mentor for 
this contact and had help from the Cherokee Am- 
ateur Radio Society and the North Fulton Amateur 
Radio League. Among those in the audience 
were former Section Manager David Benoist 
AG4ZR and Assistant Section Manager Judge Ad- 
ams W4PxX. 


One more ARISS contact is scheduled in Georgia 
this year. It will be a joint effort of the Computer 
Museum of America and the Cottage School, both 
located in Roswell. 


If your club is interested in working with a school 
or student group on applying for an ARISS contact 
should go to ariss-usa.org or reach out to Martha 
W4MSA. 


Scouts and Radio 


Radio Scouting KK4BSA Introduces gia Council of the BSA is seizing on this momen- 

Kids to Amateur Radio tum and on April 20" council volunteers and mem- 

By Edwin Henderson, KQ4NUY __ bers of four local ham radio clubs came together to 

introduce scouts to this skill, service, and hobby at 

the annual Scout Show held at the Gwinnett Coun- 

ty Fairgrounds. Scout Show is attended by hun- 

dreds of scouts and family members from all over 

= NE Georgia, from the young- 

4BS A est Cub Scout, all the way up 
to 20-year-old Venturers. 


The Radio Merit Badge is one of 138 options a 
Scout can choose, and it’s getting more popular. In 
2023 rankings Radio MB climbed 5 points to num- 
ber 76 on the popularity list. The Northeast Geor- 


Over 30 scouts got on the air 
and made a contact, some on 
multiple bands. Our GOTA 
ladio on VHF was in use by 
“scouts almost constantly 
throughout the day and local 
hams from all over the NEGA 
and SC areas were ready and 
willing to make contacts with 
these great kids. Scouts were 
also making contacts on 20 
and 40 meters, plus learning 
about SDR radios and Low 
Power CW rigs with portability 
for POTA and SOTA. The big- 
gest hit of the day was the 
Fox Hunt. Scouts were waiting 
in line, and with a tape meas- 
ure Yagi, an HT and an atten- 
uator, they were off and look- 
ing for the fox hiding some- 
where on the fairgrounds. 
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AMATEUR RADIO 


A big “Thank You” to every- 
one who came out to help, 
and everyone who took a mo- 
ment to talk with a kid on the 
radio, especially Lynn Francis 
KW4WL, Bill Perkins KB4KFT, 
John Talipsky N3ACK, Rich- 
ard Dervan N1RBD, Shawn 
Sabo KB4KGB, Craig Knowl- 
ton KN4LXQ, and our prize 
sponsor Jim Ellis Chevrolet. 


Also, another big “Thank You” 
to the family of Silent Key 
_ George Grad KX4NI 
») (Amateur Extra) who donated 


Events & Awards 


6 Gap By: Paul Colombo, KI4MPZ 


A bunch of us worked the comms for the 2nd An- 
nual 6 Gap Gravel bicycle rides in southern Union 
& Fannin counties April 28. Ronald W4SRS, Jim 
KX4TD and | worked AS2 located at Above the 
Clouds on GA-60 @ Cooper Gap Rd in Suches. 
We had riders from the 70- and 90-mile rides stop 
in for refreshments. Good times. 

Thanks to all the hams who worked the event! 
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ARRL 2024 Field Day - June 22-23 


Objective: To contact as many stations as possible 
on the 160-, 80-, 40-, 20-,15- and 10-Meter HF 
bands, as well as all bands 50 MHz and above, 
and to learn to operate in abnormal situations in 
less than optimal conditions. 


Field Day is open to all amateurs in the areas cov- 
ered by the ARRL/RAC Field Organizations and 
countries within IARU Region 2. DX stations resid- 
ing in other regions may be contacted for credit, 
but are not eligible to submit entries. 


Each claimed contact must include contemporane- 
ous direct initiation by the operator on both sides 
of the contact. Initiation of a contact may be either 
locally or by remote. 


For this year’s rules: https://www.arrl.org/field-day-rules 


For all your information, look here: 
httos://www.arrl.org/field-day#rules 


Looking for a local location? 
http://www.arrl.org/field-day-locator 


Your Rambler Radio Club (W4LMS) placed 2nd 
in the Nation in the Middle School and Junior High 
Division of Spring School Club Roundup 2024. 
School Club Roundup is a national radiosport 
competition hosted by the Long Island Mobile Am- 
ateur Radio Club in New York. 


Three Middle Schools in the Southeast swept the 
top 3 spots in the Middle School Division 
(Schofield Middle - SC, LaFayette Middle - GA, 
and Gainesville Middle - GA). 


The Ramblers score placed them in the top 7 of 
the 64 schools, colleges, and universities compet- 
ing. 

Your Ramblers outscored many universities and 
colleges in this competition including Saint Louis, 
Indiana, West Virginia, Texas A&M, Youngstown 
State, Cornell, Wisconsin, Virginia Tech, LSU, 
Kansas State, Augusta State, North Dakota, Cal 
Poly, Baylor, Cincinnati, Toronto (CA), Brown, Lou- 
isiana - Lafayette, Rhode Island, Maryland, and 
Mississippi State. 


Thanks to our local, state, national, and interna- 
tional support of the Amateur Radio community. 


Thanks to the Tri-States Amateur Radio Club for 
helping get the Rambler Radio Club started in 
2007 and for their continued support for the past 
17 years. 


Thanks to our community supporters and parents 
who cheer us on! 


Thanks to our LaFayette Middle School Family for 
their continued support - we represent you every 
time we get on the air and give our club callsign 

- W4LMS 


) CLUB 


LAFayetre Mippyr SCHOOL 


W4LMs.us 


Local Events 


Calhoun Hamfest 4/27 


The 27th Annual Calhoun Hamfest was held April 
27, attended by many local hams as well as Sec- 
tion Leadership. A testing session was also held. 


Dade County ARES 


Proud of our little county! Dade County ARES 
completed a county-wide emergency communica- 
tions drill this morning and into the afternoon. 
Members activated all of our storm shelters and 
placed members at other strategic 
around the county! 


locations 
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Section Emergency Coordinator (SEC) Lee Stone, 
KT4LS 

Asst. Section Manager (ASM) Frank Dean, K4SJR 
Section Manager (SM) Hank Blackwood, K4HYJ 


Club Activities 


Coastal Amateur Radio Society 


The annual CARS Swap Meet took place on Sat- 
urday, April 27 at the Savannah Airport Recreation 
Center. The gate was open when club members 
arrived at 0630, so we were able to get club HQ 
set up and ready to go. Bill, W4ZDP, set up the 
club table and the sound equipment for the 
event. Mike, KM4SPL, helped set up the raffle 
ticket sales tent and got that up and running. 
Russ, K4YGD, showed up in time to have a seat. 
The gnat and mosquitos were well-fed during the 
first couple of hours until the sun came out. 


It didn’t take long for folks to start arriving and set- 
ting up their tables to display electronic goodies for 
sale. Michael, KN4WQH, arrived and he and Mike 
went up front to direct traffic and get people set up 
in the correct configuration. Lowell, NY4D, and 
Kevin KW4B arrived early to help get things going. 
Kevin also set up his telescope to take a protected 
look at the sun. Ralph, KM4MCL, brought drinks 
and sweet treats for club workers and sales to the 
participants. Being the Hospitality Committee 
Chairman, Ralph always blesses us with good 
food and sustenance. 


There were great deals to be found all around the 
field. | saw many folks heading to their vehicles 
with “new to them” treasures to be stowed away. 
Jack was able to lighten the load of the club stor- 
age unit as well. All in all, it appeared that people 
had a good time whether they bought anything or 
not. Many people were able to see and catch up 
with old friends they hadn’t seen since last year’s 
event. The weather was beautiful, and we were 
very thankful. 


The CARS club would like to thank the Savannah 
Airport Commission for the space & Stage Front 
provided sound equipment for us to announce 
prizes and other information. We also need to rec- 
ognize, Jack Lytjen, our president, and Lowell 
Rieger, the swap meet committee chairman for 
their tireless work in making this event happen. 


Athens 3™ Special Event N1D (Number 1 Dawg) 


Activation was April 27-28, 2024 from noon to 
noon at Sanford Stadium, University of Georgia in 
Athens. 


Late night view of 
Stadium and activa-4\ 
tion site. : 
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Claude Ray, AC4SH 
and Jess_ Hickey, 
N4JAH activate late 
at night. 


Morning Crew: 
Jess Hickey-N4JAH: Bob Herrin-KE4JLL; Phillip 
Campbell -W4PHC; Claude Ray-AC4SH, Colin 
Cameron-K04IZK; Richard Matthews-KR40S 


more Georgia State POTA! 
Activator - Single Op Single Park - QRP Hunter - In-State 


W® ist - Robbie Pitts WIRCP (656 pts) 
% Ist - Bob Mantell W4GA (3318 pts) 
% 2nd - Allen Shirley N4NN (225 pts) 


2nd - Cainan Whelchel N9FZ (1750 pts 
% 3rd - Kurt Pfister KN4CNX (36 pts) * ( sey. 


% 3rd - Jack Lytjen NW4TF (1513 pts) 
Activator - Single Op Single Park - Low Power 


# Ist - Don Muntz WO4DAN (1046 pts) Hunter - Out-of-State 


%& 2nd - Skip Kazmorek K4EAK (695 pts) 


% Ist - Jim Popovich K8CPG (4309 pts) 
% 31d - Angelo Hayden WBANG (634 pts) 


% 2nd - Mike Fowler W5NXK (1678 pts) 


Activator - Single Op Multi Park - Low Power de 3rd Billy Lee Williams NEVIMN (1422 pts) 


%& Ist - Colin Cameron KO4IzK (11656 pts) 2024 Stats 


% 2nd - Steve Whittington AD4XxT (8519 pts) 


- 7 . . 
2 Se Re eer ee © 49 Single Op activations 


Activator - Single Op Multi Park-QRP = chub activations 


% lst - Claude Ray AC4SH (4208 pts) © 11,744 reported QSOs 


% 2nd - Jess Hickey N4J ~ N4JAH (2562 pts) 
© 5lof 52 Georgia State Parks Activated! 
& 3d ~ Garrett Lone KO4UOF (715 pts) 


. ° 4,056 individual hunters 
Activator - Clubs 


% = Ist - Cherokee ARS K4C - WX4CAR (9366 pts) 
& 2nd - Middle Georgic ARS W4R - WR4MG (704 pts) 


% 3rd - Etowah Valley ARC W4EVC (610 pts) 
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AASJF's operation during the GSPOTA event this 
year. The photo of the vertical is at Hamburg State 
Park 


more Georgia State POTA! p. 2 


The weekend was part of a mini vacation for the 
family so no tent for me this year! Allen N4NN 


The view from my porch 
shack. 
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The vertical an- 
tenna is 
clamped to the 


grill. 


REN Thank you to 
» you and every- 
one who worked 
on the event! 
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Middle Georgia Radio 
Association - MGRA 


BSteve AD4XT, Jamey 
K4JDK & Chuck WK4Y 


Kennehoochee ARC (KARC) participated with 
“Parks on the Air’ (POTA) at Kennesaw Moun- 
tains US Park “Cheatham Hill Picnic Area”. We 
had 17 visitors and members and made 16 QSO’s 
or contacts. A good time was had by all between 
6:30pm and 8:30 pm. 
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New Hams & Awards 


Silver Comet Amateur Radio Society 4/11 
KQ4RDN William M. Ostean - Tech 

KZ4GM John P. Knight - Tech, Gen, Extra 
KQ4PMG William A. Chester - General upgrade 
5/2/24 

Jonathan Davis - Technician 


Dalton Amateur Radio Club 4/20 
KQ4RKZ, Annette Hayes - Technician 
KQ4RLA, Chris Hayes - Technician 
KQ4ROS. Ruben Rivero - Technician 


Etowah Valley Radio Club 5/4 

KQ4RIW, Pamela Ard - Upgrade to General 
KQ4QLR, Larry Scabrough - Upgrade to General 
WA4DAY, Lynn A. Day - Upgrade to General 
KQ4RXT, Chester A Chaffin - Technician 


Tri-State Amateur Radio Club 5/9 
Kl4QZO, Brian Carroll - Upgrade to General 
KO4FGF, AdamKiesche - Upgrade to General 


Jasper Radio Club 5/11 
John Kirkpatrick - Technician 
KQ4PDD, Eamon Dowling - Upgrade to Extra 


Amateur Radio Club of Augusta 5/11 
- Technician 

- Upgrade to General 

- Upgrade to General 

KIGHHY, Lisa Welsh - Upgrade to Extra 


Blazed Hams ARC (Valdosta) 5/25 

The Laurel examiners of VARC will be hosting a 
license testing session on May 25th at 1pm at the 
WAFT radio station (215 Waft Hill Ln, Valdosta, 
GA 31602). We will be offering no-cost exams for 
the FCC Tech, General, and Extra licenses. 
Please let us know if you are coming and don't for- 
get to bring your FRN (FCC Registration Number) 
https:/www.fcc.gov/wireless/support/knowledge -base/ 
universal-licensing-system-uls-resources/getting -fcc- 
registration ?fbclid=IwZXhObgNhZWOCMTAAAR2V- 
IcMO06R2ut7IVD TavgQUbqzlximKgh76M6v00p YXxX- 
igOtGBk5XPueRAc_aem_Ab3s-tL6Fo8Kp CEf- 
V4SMVFOG3VtbVxSIMs33sqhr- 
gPHNE6vt6_olznlpD4q4H9Gi6al 8428hVGegmeF pirpezxQ 


VEs - If you, or your club, offers testing, please 
forward the positive results of your session, so that 
the new (or upgraded) hams may receive recogni- 
tion on this page. 

GeorgiaSectionARRL @ gmail.com 


ALL STATES 


That 
Jim Otey 


KB4AHI 


has submitted proof of working at least one Parks on the Air 


entity in each state of the USA 


Anthony Lane Shinn 
KB4A' 
has submitted proof of at least 
50 QSOs 
with activator 
James Mon KE8PZN 


0» Sit 


Jason Jotnston, W3AAX_ POTA Coordinator 


That 
Anthony Lane Shinn 
KB4AS 
has submitted proof of at least 
50 QSOs 
with activator 
James Mon KE8PZN 


0». Sit 


Jason Johnston, W3AAX, POTA Coordinator 


Dots, Dashes & Tidbits 


Georgia Section Nets 


ARES Phone & Digital Nets 
Conducted on Sundays 
unless there is a declared emergency 
Note: GA ARES Net information can be found at 
gaares.org — Select Nets & Frequencies 


Georgia Section ARES Net: 
Section Net Manager: Frank Hobbs, KN4QJ 
kn4qi@arrl.net 
Sundays @ 2200 UTC on 3975 KHz. 
Net control operator: Frank Hobbs, KN4QJ 
Alt. net control operator: Jim Altman, W4UCK 
Alt. net control operator: Frank Dean - K4SJR 


Georgia Section ARES Digital Nets: 

Section Digital Net Manager & Asst. Section Traffic 
Manager - Don Jones, K4GO k4go@arrl.net 

Digital Team Leaders also serve as net control operators. 


Winlink Net Manager: Russell Prevost, AB4QQ 
Sun. 0001-2100 Send checkins to GAARES-Net 
Net control operator: Hank Blackwood, K4HYJ 
Net control operator: Mark Bell, N7GRB 

Net control operator: David Blubaugh, ND1J 

Net control operator: Brian Freeman, KN4DLT 
Net control operator: Bill Hall, K9SHRO 


PSK & Traffic Nets Net Manager Kory Oldham, W4RZ 
Traffic Sun. @ 2100 UTC -PSK125 every odd month 
Net control operator: Richard Austin, W4BYT 

Net control operator: David Blubaugh, ND1J 

Net control operator: Bob Garza, K4TLG 

Net control operator: Don Jones, K4GO 

Net control operator: Ken Wallis, KM4HOS 


D-RATS Net Net Manager Brian Freeman - KN4DLT 
Sunday, every even month at 2100 UTC 
Net control operator: Hank Blackwood K4HYJ 


DStar Net 3rd Monday of month, 2030 on REF030B 


A.R.E.S. Monthly Report for April 2024 


Number of ARES members - 510 
Number of DECs/ECs reporting - 45 
Number of ARES nets - 1642 
Nets with NTS liaison - 5 
Exercises & Training Sessions - 749 (3001 hrs.) 
Public Service/Community events - 44 (334 hrs.) 
Number of Emergency Operations - 4 (81 hrs.) 
Number of SkyWarn Operations - 18 (152 hrs.) 
Misc. Meetings & Unclassified Events 21 (56 hrs.) 

Total of Exercises & Events 836 

Total of person hours 3,623 


National Traffic System (NTS) Nets 


CW Nets 
Georgia State Net (GSN): Medium speed CW 
Net Manager, John Laney - K4BAI Alt. 
Daily at 7:00 pm and 10:00 pm on 3549 KHz. 


Georgia Training Net (GTN): Slow speed CW 
Net Manager, Jerry Brunet - WE4GA 
Daily at 9:00 pm 3549 KHz. 


Phone Nets 
Georgia Cracker Net: 
Net Manager, John Collette - AF4XZ 
Daily at 0700 Mon-Sat, 0800 Sun. on 3995 KHz. 


Georgia Single Sideband Association Net: 
Net Manager, Terry Cantrell - W4WTC 
Nightly at 2300 UTC on 3975 KHz. 

web address: gssaradio.net 


Georgia Traffic and Emergency Net (GTEN): 
This net has been merged with the GA SSB Assoc 
net, held every night (see above). 


The NorthWest District will begin a D-STAR net on 
30B beginning May 14 at 23:00 UTC - 23:25 UTC 
(7 pm - 7:25pm local). This net has been set in 
place to hopefully bring more activity to the D- 
STAR system, showing its value in Emergency 
Communications and how it can link the District, 
and even the Georgia Section, in times of a disas- 
ter. All are welcome to check-in. 


The NW District will also begin a 220 Net starting 
this same date. Hopefully bringing more activity to 
a very underused band that has great coverage in 
our District. Everyone is invited to join in each 
Tuesday evening at 23:30 UTC - 23:55 UTC (7:30 
pm - 7:55 pm local). The KC4AQS 224.600 - tone 
100 repeater in Jasper will be used for this net. 


Felton Floyd, AF4DN 
ARES DEC, Northwest District 


